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For many instructors and students engaged in online music teaching and learning, audio quality 
is important. Computers, laptops, tablets and phones are designed to produce some acceptable 
minimums for audio quality but, these can often be improved by adding some external 
components. As you can imagine there is a wide price range. Our staff has detailed some 
suggestions for improving the audio quality of your lessons and classes if you would like to 
pursue them. 
 
To achieve the best audio results while using online platforms for instruction or learning, 
especially in WebEx and Blackboard Collaborate, here are some tips: 
 
Desktop Laptop Users: 
USB Microphone Computer PC Microphone Kit with Adjustable Arm, below are some 
reasonable options (Bluetooth or wireless are not recommended): 
Option 1 
Option 2 
Option 3 

 
Headphones, 0.25-inch plug, or USB (Bluetooth or wireless are not recommended):  
Option 1  
Option 2  
  
If you already own an XLR microphone, get this adapter to be able to use it through a USB port 
on your computer or desktop, you still need headphones to achieve the best results. 
  
Mobile Phones and Tablets: 
Using the built-in mic in your device will provide only minimal quality. The following are options 
for achieving good audio quality on such devices: 

• Use wireless ear-pods and microphone combination. You must have a strong Wi-Fi 
connection and Bluetooth to achieve good results. 

• Use a wired ear-pods and microphone combination. 
• If you want to be able to turn your phone or tablet into a fully functioning platform for 

teaching or learning, get an adapter that is compatible with your device and will allow 
you to connect both a microphone and headphones either separately or as a combo. 

 

*The Community Music and Arts Center does not endorse any vendors or manufacturers. 

https://www.amazon.com/TONOR-Microphone-Condenser-Recording-Podcasting/dp/B07JMYG6LF/ref=sr_1_9?crid=3UQQ10YG6YS4R&dchild=1&keywords=usb+microphone&qid=1596044901&s=electronics&sprefix=usb+mic%2Celectronics%2C151&sr=1-9
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FFIFINE-Microphone-Adjustable-Instruments-Streaming-T669%2Fdp%2FB07Y1C6GDS%2Fref%3Dredir_mobile_desktop%3Fie%3DUTF8%26aaxitk%3DmJkhHmnsf1J-S.8ykOzJCA%26hsa_cr_id%3D4572136260601%26ref_%3Dsbx_be_s_sparkle_mcd_asin_0&data=02%7C01%7Cscashman%40harpercollege.edu%7C3eac72a2eb5b457ac2d208d83408a45f%7C41791c41ffcb45e49c1d11a6b502a6d7%7C0%7C0%7C637316559001038381&sdata=%2B2IkJfzC3tlm3eEfyNfgcLd7A2%2FExcU91Mh3rmJeeUI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FMicrophone-Piy-Painting-Condenser-Podcasting%2Fdp%2FB088NZHD42%2Fref%3Dsr_1_15%3Fcrid%3D3UQQ10YG6YS4R%26dchild%3D1%26keywords%3Dusb%2Bmicrophone%26qid%3D1596044995%26s%3Delectronics%26sprefix%3Dusb%2Bmic%252Celectronics%252C151%26sr%3D1-15&data=02%7C01%7Cscashman%40harpercollege.edu%7C3eac72a2eb5b457ac2d208d83408a45f%7C41791c41ffcb45e49c1d11a6b502a6d7%7C0%7C0%7C637316559001038381&sdata=P0Kjx4dAiEMsY33arO0Jx4pxCQZeyBC8KsvEJt7BbAg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FSony-MDR7502-Professional-Studio-Headphones%2Fdp%2FB0002F74E8%2Fref%3Dsr_1_6%3Fdchild%3D1%26keywords%3Dsony%2Bheadphones%26qid%3D1596044340%26s%3Dmusical-instruments%26sr%3D1-6&data=02%7C01%7Cscashman%40harpercollege.edu%7C3eac72a2eb5b457ac2d208d83408a45f%7C41791c41ffcb45e49c1d11a6b502a6d7%7C0%7C0%7C637316559001048338&sdata=tVo2jI5cEzsuRMZ8q54dj2Enyi6ymp%2BjJlaScIkpYdY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FEdifier-H840-Audiophile-Over-Headphones%2Fdp%2FB013J7WUGC%2Fref%3Dsr_1_53_sspa%3Fdchild%3D1%26keywords%3Dusb%2Bheadphones%26qid%3D1596045554%26s%3Delectronics%26sr%3D1-53-spons%26psc%3D1%26spLa%3DZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEyQkcxN1FaR1pGWlVRJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMDYwMzA5MlBNVTJTTVJOUU9JWiZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwOTYyOTEzMjJDSDZYMjZCMllWQSZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2J0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU%3D&data=02%7C01%7Cscashman%40harpercollege.edu%7C3eac72a2eb5b457ac2d208d83408a45f%7C41791c41ffcb45e49c1d11a6b502a6d7%7C0%7C0%7C637316559001048338&sdata=XURvzGKOuxEgSuyE4Gk3DarLRrbjxMSn6d48a9ZGpV0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FMicrophone-ANDTOBO-Female-Converter-Adapter%2Fdp%2FB083LPB96X%2Fref%3Dasc_df_B083LPB96X%2F%3Ftag%3Dhyprod-20%26linkCode%3Ddf0%26hvadid%3D416771199824%26hvpos%3D%26hvnetw%3Dg%26hvrand%3D10593176780001739008%26hvpone%3D%26hvptwo%3D%26hvqmt%3D%26hvdev%3Dc%26hvdvcmdl%3D%26hvlocint%3D%26hvlocphy%3D9021467%26hvtargid%3Dpla-897856217451%26psc%3D1%26tag%3D%26ref%3D%26adgrpid%3D96633969569%26hvpone%3D%26hvptwo%3D%26hvadid%3D416771199824%26hvpos%3D%26hvnetw%3Dg%26hvrand%3D10593176780001739008%26hvqmt%3D%26hvdev%3Dc%26hvdvcmdl%3D%26hvlocint%3D%26hvlocphy%3D9021467%26hvtargid%3Dpla-897856217451&data=02%7C01%7Cscashman%40harpercollege.edu%7C3eac72a2eb5b457ac2d208d83408a45f%7C41791c41ffcb45e49c1d11a6b502a6d7%7C0%7C0%7C637316559001058295&sdata=5OPYzZdjsPngjsfPwHihFxX71qKX5R8dpJLTr54Ybwg%3D&reserved=0

